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i am a 14th grade spanish teacher at a bilingual high school in the southwestern u.s. my students are 1st and 2nd year high schoolers. we do not read novels in my class, but i have been using the book la hija del sastre to introduce the topic. the students have responded positively to the story and i hope to continue to use it in the future. i wish that the book la
hija del sastre were available in spanish, but it is well written and the good narrator makes reading it a pleasure. i also wish that i had more time to discuss it in depth with my students. hello, i teach a spanish 3 class at a community college. the class is about 20 students. i have our text books in spanish and english, and in both versions of the book, as well as the
audio book in spanish. we are currently reading “la hija del sastre.” this novel is a fictional novel about a young girl named elena who grew up in the spanish civil war and her father’s escape to france. he goes to spain to find her grandmother after the war ends. there are many references to the war, but because of the book’s length and a lack of detail, they do
not interfere with the action of the story. we have been reading it in class and then going home to discuss it. we have been analyzing the characters and the plot. i am looking forward to sharing this novel with my students when we finish reading it. as a tool to accompany the reading of free books, i use several books by tony silva. both the diary of a respite and
the legend of the lockers are quite fun to read and serve as tools to help students understand the narratives. they can identify what is happening and if the story is going to be resolved at the end, and to what degree. i also use andre arto's the singing shield to help reinforce the connection between reading and learning. most importantly, these books are great

fun to read with students.
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